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western part of town. Some were off for the races, others for

e ESTERDAY furnished an ideal wind-up for a week in spring. and
3 m there was the nicest possible bustle and hurry in the North-

the Chevy Chase Club, and still others went to the home of the

former Ambassador to Italy and Mrs. William F. Draper, where the
beautiful fancy dress ball in honor of Miss Margaret Draper was being

given from 4 to 7 o’clock.

So much interest centers about President and Mrs. Roosevelt and their
family, that even though the White House has been opened for but little
entertainment this spring, the absence from the city of its inmates makes
quite a perceptible difference in social circles. There are a number of
soclety people who are on sufficiently intimate terms with Mrs. Roose-
velt to stop by late in the afternoon for a cup of tea, or be invited to
luncheon en familie, giving the Executive Mansion quite an air of habi-
tation even when there is no formal entertaining in progress.

Miss Roosevelt and the eldest of her brothers, Theodore, will keep
house most of the time during the absence of the President and Mrs.
Roosevelt, and being socially inclined, they will entertain their young
friends.

Rather more form—not enough to be uncomfortable, however—is ob-
served in the Roosevelt family than in that of any former President in
many Administrations. An old friend of the family was irvited to lunch-
eon there only a few days ago, and was rather surprised to have Mrs.
Roosevelt and all the children arise when the President, who was late,
entered the room. They continued to stand until he was seated, when all,
the guests included, took their places again at table. This custom is al-
ways carried out by the family upon the President's entrance into a
room, and invariably any guest present arises with them.

* * %

Speaking of form at the White House reminds one of the timely and
pleasant remark on White House arrangements of Mrs. Frederick Dent
Grant, wife of Brigadier General Grant, who was among the dinner guests
*at the White House during the past season. She has dined in almost all
of the great households of foreign lands, and remarked that the dinner
at the White House was the best ordered and most comfortable state
meal she bhad ever eaten.

Mrs. Grant accounted for the lukewarm meals served guests in the
palaces of Europe by the fact that out of a long string of drawing rcoms
in a palace—not dissimilar to those at the White House—just any one
was chosen as a temporary dining room which the host might fancy,
without the slightest reguzrd to culinary arrangements for keeping food
at a proper temperature to make it palatable. The superb arrange-
ments of this department at the White House, which has caused every
American lover of hot food who has dined there this winter to gloat
over the fine menus and delightful service, is wholly due to the domestic
skill of Mrs. Roosevelt, under whose systematic arrangements the house-
keeping department of the establishment moves like clockwork.

* * *

“A little corner in Persia” is what General Morteza, Khan, calls his
drawing room in the Pcrsian legation at 1743 Eighteenth street, and
truly it is no misnomer. There are rare rugs everywhere. On the walls,
on the floors, and on the chairs, couches, and divans. Where there are
not rugs, there are rare bits of inlaid furniture gleaming with ivory and
mother-of-pearl, and there are quantities of embroideries, along with a
fine array of gold and silver filigrez ware, so prevalent in Persia.

General Morteza, who is the taliest and thinnest man in the Diplc-
matic Corps, was assisted in receiving by Mesrop Nevton, Khan, secre-
tary of the legation, who speaks bota French and English, and acts as
go-between for the minister and his guests.

General Morteza speaks French fluzntly, but not a word of English.
The tea was made in a samovar and served in the daintiest little glasses
set in exquisitely wrought silver filigree cases, with tiny filigree spoons
made in the same pattern. There were little squares of embroidery used,
probably as napkins.

Some of General Morteza's rugs are so rare that specimens of them
have never been brought to this country before, and have taken years and
years of a human life to weave.

* > *

Chevy Chase is the mecca for the smart set now, and luncheons and
dinners in large numbers are given at the club daily. The fine drive be-
tween the Capitol and the clubhouse is literally lined now with smart
looking turnouts, ‘both carriages and motor cars. The Durands, Hitch-
cocks, Carlisles, Olivers, Gaffs, Pattersons, and the Baron van Tuylls in
their big showy motor cars are most noticeable.

Mrs. Ormsby McCammon, formerly Miss Anna E. Murray, of Phila-
delphia, is exciting no end of admiration out at the Chevy Chase Club
by her extremely fine golf playing. She acecompanies her husband out al-
most every day and spends much iime on the links. Other notable
players who spend much time there this spring, and may be mentioned
among the finest Washington women golfers, are Miss Maud Wetmore,
Miss Gaff, Miss Marian Oliver, daughter of the Assistant Secretary of
War and Mrs, Oliver, and Miss Eleanor Patterson. Baron and Baroness
van Tuyll, the former first secretary of the Netherlands legation, go daily
to the links at Chevy Chase, and the baroness makes divers and sundry
dashes at the ball occasionally, but she has neither the spirit or skill of
our American girl, and oniy cuts a pretty figure because she is a pretty
young woman.

Among the eight or ten dinner parties given at the club last evening
were those of Mr. and Mrs. John Hemphill, Miss Eleanor Patterson, and
Miss Zaidee Gaff. Several parties of young people were chaperoned by
matrons who were guests at other tables, and everything went right mer-
rily for a spring night.

Justice Harlan, who will remain here for some time before going to
his home in Canada, is a daily player on the links, and has taught Sec-
retary Taft to take a defeat good naturedly.

* * L

This week opens auspiciously ,with two entertainments in the Diplo-
matic Corps, which was somewhat disorganized in its social operations
during the past week by the death and burial of the Mexican Ambassa-
dor. Tomorrow night the Italian Ambassador and Baroness Mayor des
Planches will give a dinner party, and Tuesday night the German embassy
will be thrown open for a large evening reception.

Friday the Japanese Minister, Mr. Takahira, will again be host at a
dinner party, and will entertain informally all during the spring.
and Mrs. W. P. Eno will give a dinner Wednesday evening,
Day, wife of Justice Day, will give a luncheon Thursday. For the most,
however, all dinner and luncheon parties will remain small and informal
until after Lent, when a regular rush of spring gayety is expected.

There is a delightful prospect in store for the younger eiement of
gociety who adore dancing, for the British Ambassador, Sir Henry Mor-
timer Durand, has had English decorators at work on the ballroom at
the British embassy almost ever since the opening of Lent, and by the
time the penitential season is over the largest ballroom in Washington
will be ready for a proposed series of spring dances. The Emglish dec-
orators, who were brought to this country for the express purpose of do-
ing the ballroom, have turned it into gold and white, from some rather

impossible color schemes put on by Lady Herbert when mistress of the
house as the wife of the late Ambassador Herbert.

* L] E2

While society waits for the passing of the penitential season, how-
ever, & number of people will tike short trips out of town. Among this
number is Mrs. Robert W. Parterson, who has gone just for a week’s rest.
She has never feit qui&’ herself since her last tempestuous trip to this
country from abroad, where she was callea by the illness of her daugh-
ter, Countess Gizycki. It is alwaysa loss to society to have the Patterson
house closed, for it is a model of good entertainment and good house-
keeping. Though the Pattersons have never entertained profusely since
oceupying their new home each event is rather notable for Washington,
in that it is so perfectly ordered. The secret of it is that Mrs. Patterson
never so exhausts herself with constant going that she is unable to
personally superintend every detail of an event in her own house. Even
an informal or impromptu affair is, therefore, quite pleasant. This cowm-
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(Continued on Page Six, this Section.)

DIAMCNDS

bulletins from
7% South Africa show a raise of 5 per i\
=
cent in the value of diamonds in “
the rough, making their total in- \
£ 3
- 2

el
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with such certainty and rapidity.
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